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It is almost three years since | arrived here in Taunton and having just completed the annual
statistics on our Taunton parishes for the Diocese, | thought | would share some of these figures with
you this weekend.

In terms of Sunday Mass numbers, St Teresa's are almost identical as three years ago: 139 this
year and 136 when | arrived. However, there were two Sunday Masses and now there is one. At St
George® the figures have grown from 506 to this years total of 561, denoting a steady rise over the
past three years. This, therefore, means that we now have approximately 700 people attending Mass
each weekend, thus making us the seventh largest parish in the Diocese.

Parish Baptisms have reduced from 49 to 3 9- this is not a figure that | can really control or
influence! It does though, tend to mirror the national birth rate figure which has declined over the past
few years.

Parish Marriages are up from 8 to 11 but perhaps, one of the most significant rises is the First
Holy Communion Candidates which rose from 50 to the current rate of 65. Finally, Funerals are down
from 52 to 40.

So, overall the figures seem to be a healthy reflection of where we are. This means that in most
cases we are bucking the trend of the Diocese which has falling numbers at Church. Yet, numbers are
not everything. What encourages me is that we are having an increase in people coming forward to
assist in different areas of the Parish Pastoral Life. The SVP has seen a healthy increase in
membership and our team of Catechists for First Holy Communion is growing every year.

All these sorts of green shoots are things that | find very heartening. We do need priests but the

real strength of a parish is found in the pews, not on the Sanctuary! Mgr Bernard

MASS TIMES FOR THE COMING WEEK

Collections & Standing Orders

St George’s: £1219 & £995

Sat 11th 5:30pm St George’s Baptism of the Lord People of the Parishes St Teresa’s: £214 & £230

Sun  12th 8.00am St George’s Baptism of the Lord John & Peggy Coleman Thank you for your generosity
Sun  12th 9:30am St George’s Baptism of the Lord Lottie & Harold Jones RIP Upcoming Second Collections:
Sun  12th 11.00am St Teresa’s Baptism of the Lord Mollie Russell RIP 9th February: Racial Justice Sunday

23rd February: CCS Adoption
8th March: CAFOD Lent Fast Day

Mon 13th 9:30am St George’s Ordinary Weekday Francis Bertaud RIP . ;
T 14th 11:00 StG ’s Ordi Weekd R i Mass for Monica Bridd Diocesan Praver Link:
ues :00am eorge’s Ordinary Weekda equiem Mass for Monica Bridden . .
g 4 4 9 St Nicholas of Tolentino, Easton, St
Wed 15th 9.30am St George’s Ordinary Weekday Joseph, Melita & Jozie Tabone RIP Joseph, Fishponds & St Patrick, Redfield
Thurs 16th 12.30pm St George’s Ordinary Weekday Carole White RIP e nansssses s nansnnnnns
Thurs 16th 2:00pm St George’s Ordinary Weekday Requiem Mass for Vince Pizii REGULAR TIMES OF
: CONFESSIONS & ROSARY
Fri 17th 10:00am St Teresa’s St Anthony Gerrard & Kathleen McStay | ST GEORGE'S: CONFESSIONS
Sat 18th 9.30am St George’s Ordinary Weekday Peggy Curry RIP : THURSDAY: 12.00-12:20pPM
SATURDAY: 10:00AM-10:30AM
Sat  18th 5:30pm St George’s Second Sunday in OT Stephen Keevil RIP H & 5:00PM =5:20PM
Sun 19th 8.00am St George’s Second Sundayin OT People of the Parishes ROSARY: THURSDAYS: 11:45AM &
Sun  19th 9:30am St George’s Second Sundayin OT William Peter & Thelma d'Andrade RIP : SATURDAYS:10:00AM
Sun  19th 11.00am St Teresa’s Second Sundayin OT Matthew Conlon RIP w CONFESSIONS

BY REQUEST

I Information provided to the Diocese, together with all other personal data about individuals held by the Parish & Clifton Diocese is processed I
in accordance with the Diocese’s Privacy Notice, which is available at cliftondiocese.com/privacy-notice or from the Parish Office.

We remember all those
who have died recently,
Monica Bridden, Vince Pizii,
Mervyn Pyke, Fr David McDonald
& Desmond Brennan
together with those whose
anniversaries occur at this time:
Catherine Geraghty, Nora Harkin,
Madeleine Hill, Muriel Simons,
Patrick Halloran, Marie —Therese Hyde,
Jennifer Lander, Gordon Bone, Annette
Everett, Tom Verrier, Donna Eills,
Christina Hindley , Rosemary Spencer,
Deborah Bradshaw, Teresa Poole,
Betty Thomas, Sylvia McArthur, Jose French,
Arthur Palmer, Agnes Monnelly, Richard
Holmes, James Robinson, Clara Polsin,
Carole White, Auberon Waugh,
Helen Brachi, Mary McGhee, Joseph Screech,
Josie Cook, Doris Purkis, Fr John O’Connor,
Kathleen Carpenter & Peter Miliffe

ﬂ Please note that there will beh

Requiem Mass for Monica Bridden
at 11am this coming Tuesday
at St George’s Church; this will be the
only Mass of the day.
* There will be a Requiem Mass for
Vince Pizii at 2pm this Thursday at St
George’s Church; the usual 12.30pm
Mass will be said & preceded by

REQUEST FROM DEACON TREVOR:
: If Father Christmas brought you any
! toiletries or similar items which may not ;
be of immediate use, then a good home
can be found for them by patients in the :
i care of the Somerset & NHS Mental
Health Trust. Sadly, the Trust's budget is
i very limited, however, you past support
i hasbeen deeply appreciated toan i
amazing extent. Thank you.

Taunton Deanery Pastoral Forum
invites parishioners to a meeting
in the Catholic Centre on Saturday,
18th January 2020 starting with coffee
at 10.45am. Come & share your
thoughts, ideas & views on the future.
For those not attending this meeting,
invitations on how to comment are
available at the back of the church.

Advent Soups
Thank you to all who made, served &
enjoyed the Advent Soups. A sum of
£170 was raised & will be donated to
The MPH Beacon Centre & Mary’s
Meals. Thanks for your kind generosity.

K Confessions as normal.

Car Parking at St George’s Chu%
With the First Holy Communion
sessions starting on the 11th
January, many of the of the
children’s parents will be attending
the Saturday evening 5.30pm Mass.
Since they will be dropping off their
children at 4.15pm, they are likely
to fill the school car park at this

time. As ever the car parkis on a
first come—first served basis.

Could you be a Debt Adviser with
Taunton Area Debt Advice?

We provide unconditional, confidential
& free advice to help people become
debt free. Our next volunteer training

course is on Saturday 8" & 22™
February which is the beginning of an
FCA approved qualification. Although
we expect volunteers to contribute to
training costs we have received a grant
to defray some expenditure. FFI
contact Graham Reid on 07921526087.

The PARISH BOOK GROUP
The next book for the Book Club is
The Leopard by Tomasi Di Lampedusa.
The Library has not been able to find
copies of this book, however, copies
are available to purchase on-line.
The next Book Club meeting will be
Thursday, 16" January 2020,
at 2pm in the Parish Centre.

FFl or if you would like to join the Book
Club please email the Parish Office
or speak to Fr Peter Marden.

To all the Children of the Parishes

a Chil

i n St

To all the children of the parishes, a special invitation to
drends
It will take place next Sunday, 19th January, 10382.15
Georgeds
together with Refreshments for all the family.
Please note an adult will need to accompany your child.

Party from

School Hal

St Ge®r desse
“Thank you to all parishioners for
their marvelous response to the an-
nual 'Jesse Tree' appeal to support
the Open Door. Some 220 gifts & £75
in cash was gifted. Thank you also for
the ongoing support throughout the
year of food, clothing & other
essentials.” Deacon Trevor & Phil.

MiNEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE,

E PARISH PRAYER GROUP MEETINGS E

= ¥ Mother’s Prayer Group Meetings

E every Tuesday 9:30am to 10:30am in

i The CatholicCentreHo pe f or

famMbyhing is i nd

E * Charismatic Prayer Group Meetings E

= Meetings every Tuesday, at 8pm in the &

E Parish Centre; all welcome to join us.

= * Prayer of Silence Group Meetings

on: Thursday, 16th January at 6pm

& Friday 24th January at 11am

both in St George’s Rectory.

FFI tel: Rev Ed Channing on 251253
or Wrio Russell on 421796

A Lifeline for Marriages the

Retrouvaille Programme
may be just what you need! The next
programme is a weekend away on
28th & 29th February & 1st March
FFI: Tel or Text 0788 729 6983
or 0797 338 0443 - Complete
confidentiality assured
Email: retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com
Website: www.retrouvaille.org.uk

4‘\ Friends of St George's
Y (Y 200 Club Winners - December

1. M MacAuley (£19.00)
2. M Twomey (£11.40)
3. A Langdon (£7.60)
SVP - here for you! :
you would I itk

f

f the SVP, whos
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I
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ease contact :t
etngs will re:s
th January 2020
The Society of St Vincent de Paul has «
an active conference in the parish
and offers visits to parishioners in
their own homes and care homes.
‘M g’hpy havBsiicysafgspprging
policies and procedures and all
visiting members must hold a DBS
certificBe Nf @uavduld like alisit
or know someone who might
please contact the parish office
on 01823 272700 or by email.
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